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SURVIVAL:
Four UTB/TSC students 
shared the daily challenges 
of having a disability with an 
audience of students and faculty 
during a panel discussion last 
Tuesday.
The 12th annual “In Our 
Shoes” panel, held in the 
SET-B third-floor conference 
room, addressed the situations 
students with impediments 
have to overcome every day.
Yvette Villarreal, an 
accounting freshman, was 
diagnosed with dyslexia at 
a young age. This learning 
difficulty primarily affects 
the skills involved in accurate 
and fluent word reading and 
spelling, according to the 
website dyslexiaaction.org.
“It is overwhelming when it 
comes to tests, when it comes 
to learning,” Villarreal said. “… 
Teachers would help me with 
more time with tests, modifying 
the tests. … I was transposing 
numbers, the word, the letter, 
but I was getting my subjects. 
I knew what I was doing; I just 
was learning it differently, at a 
slower pace.”
When Villarreal was told that 
going to college was a waste of 
time and money, she thought 
that she would have to try twice 
as hard.
“I said, ‘All that I need is a 
little bit of help,’” she said.  
Panelist Bryan Abanilla, 
a management senior, has 
macular degeneration, a 
chronic eye disease that causes 
vision loss in the center of the 
field of vision.
“Everything is blurry beyond 
Nothing can stop them 
Students discuss 
disabilities during ‘In 
Our Shoes’ panel
Junior computer information systems 
technology major Eric Torres signs 
about his experience as a 
speech-impaired student 
at UTB/TSC during “In 
Our Shoes,” a panel 
presentation held 
last Tuesday in the 
SET-B third-floor 
conference room. 
The event was part 




Miguel Angel RobeRts/Collegian Photos
Sophomore exercise science 
major Daniel Skaines describes 
his experience in the U.S. Army 
and living successfully with post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).  
Freshman accounting major Yvette 
Villarreal details her struggles with 
dyslexia and how it has affected 
her studies. 
Senior management major Bryan 
Abanilla (left) offers a humorous 
anecdote about his experience 
living with macular degeneration.  
By Viridiana Zúñiga
SPANISH EDITOR
See STOP, Page 10
A sobering message
Psychology graduate 
student Karla Lozoya 
(center) exits the 
vehicle “inebriated and 
confused” after her 
truck struck sophomore 
biology major Nancy 
Guerra last Thursday 
during the Mock 
Wreck event promoting 
National Collegiate 
Alcohol Awareness 
Week. The event took 
place on Ringgold Road 
between SET-B and 
the Life and Health 
Sciences Building.
Miguel Angel RobeRts/Collegian Photos 
Members of the Brownsville 
Fire Department carry 
sophomore biology 
major Nancy Guerra on 
a stretcher after she was 
injured by a drunk driver 
during the Mock Wreck 
event on campus. Senior 
marketing and management 
major Stephanie Mendez 
(background) reacts to 
the scene as her friend is 












being hit by a 
drunk driver.
A fun, short trip to South 
Padre Island can end in disaster 
if your car breaks down on 
the way because you failed to 
maintain it. 
UTB/TSC Automotive 
Technology Program Director 
Merced Cantu said car 
maintenance is very important. 
“If you don’t do the 
maintenance, you’re going to 
be stranded on the road,” Cantu 
said. 
To prevent being stranded, he 
suggests that students conduct 
maintenance according to the 
schedule in the vehicle’s owner 
manual. 
“It tells you at so many miles 
you need to check the air filter, at 
so many miles you need to check 
the brakes, at so many miles the 
hoses and belts,” Cantu said. 
And, don’t ignore “check 
engine” light. 
“If the check engine light is 
not on, most of the time [the 
vehicle is] working properly,” 
Cantu said. 
If the vehicle malfunctions, 
that could cause more emissions 
and use more fuel.
A car that jerks or pulls to 
one side while you are driving 
it could be an indication that 
something is wrong, Cantu said. 
Vehicles can have a variety of 
different problems, from tires 
falling off to broken wires. 
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student newspaper serving the 
University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College. The 
newspaper is widely distributed 
on campus and is an award-
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installs the engine 
of a customer’s 
car after repairing 













Car maintenance   
By Marlane Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN
 Miguel Angel RobeRts/Collegian
10th in a Series
If you think juice drinks are 
a tasty and healthy alternative 
to soda, think again! American 
children are suffering from 
weight problems caused by 
choosing food products that 
only look healthy, according to 
an HBO documentary.
“The Weight of the Nation, 
Part Three: Children in Crisis,” 
was shown Oct. 20 at the 
Brownsville Heritage Museum. 
More than a dozen people 
attended the film, which was 
sponsored by the Fooducation 
Movement.
According to the film, sugar-
sweetened beverages, juices 
and juice drinks are the largest 
source of sugar in the diets of 
children and adolescents and 
are strongly associated with 
obesity.
Parents often substitute juice 
drinks for soda in an effort to 
better feed their children, but 
juice drinks contain almost the 
same amount of sugar as soda.
In a demonstration by The 
WATCH Nutrition Clinic shown 
in the film, several teenagers 
held bottles of different kinds 
of beverages such as sodas, 
energy drinks and juice drinks 
that were filled with the amount 
of sugar each has.
The comparison showed that 
a Starbucks Frappuccino has 
25 teaspoons of sugar, a soda 
has 17 and chocolate milk, 
16. Orange juice has up to 10 
teaspoons of sugar.
“A lot of parents think, 
‘Orange juice is good for my 
kids, it has vitamin C,’” a 
volunteer from the clinic says. 
“It has just a sprinkle of vitamin 
C; it has a ton of sugar in it.”
The advertising of sugary 
foods as healthy foods is also 
a problem with weight gain in 
children.
In the film, Marlene 
Schwartz, the Rudd Center 
for Food Policy and Obesity 
deputy director, points out a 
few sugary cereals that claim to 
be whole grain, a good source 
of fiber and vitamins when, in 




Fooducation Movement screens HBO 
documentary, ‘Children in Crisis’
By Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN
Fooducation Movement founder Lebby Salinas talks to the audience about 
the importance of healthy eating after the screening of “The Weight of the 
Nation, Part Three: Children in Crisis” at the Brownsville Heritage Museum. 
See HEALTH, Page 10
Freshman criminal justice major Christian Bouchot (left) and freshman 
business major Iliana Martinez read the poster boards on Accessibility 
Awareness Week last Wednesday at the Gazebos. The posters contained 
responses to frequently asked questions, such as how to become a sign 
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Taking a breather
Michelle espinozA/Collegian Photos
Lungs damaged by smoking (on 
table) and healthy lungs (hanging) 
are displayed Wednesday during 
the Respiratory Therapy Open 
House in the Life and Health 
Sciences Building. Dozens of 
people attended the event held in 
observance of National Respiratory 
Care Week. Respiratory care 
majors demonstrated the types 




Sierra sports a 
device that moves 
lung secretions 
to upper airways 
to assist with 
coughing.  Sierra 
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The Student Government 
Association will hand out candy in an 
effort to encourage UTB/TSC students 
to vote.
In its meeting last Tuesday, the 
senate approved Resolution No. 12, 
which allocates no more than $50 
to buy the sweet treats that will be 
distributed during early voting, which 
ends Friday and on Election Day, Nov. 
6.
A voting booth is located in Cardenas 
Hall South 117.
The meeting was conducted by 
Senator Pro Tem Angelica Corona in 
the absence of SGA Vice President of 
Administration Karla Lozoya. Also 
absent was President Arturo Guerra. 
Lozoya and Guerra were attending 
another meeting.
During committee reports, Vice 
President of Policy and Procedure 
Stephanie Mendez asked for 
volunteers for a Mock Wreck that was 
scheduled to take place last Thursday 
in observance of National Collegiate 
Alcohol Awareness Week.
Volunteers were needed to wear 
crash-test dummy suits and orange 
prison uniforms, representing the 
consequences of drinking and driving. 
“The event … is going to be very 
[important] for you all to be there 
and spread the message that alcohol 
puts you in a risk when you use 
it irresponsibly,” David Marquez, 
judicial coordinator and SGA adviser, 
told the senate during the Adviser’s 
Corner portion of the meeting. 
The SGA meets at 8:15 a.m. every 
Tuesday in Student Union 2.16.
SGA aims to get out the vote




David Marquez, Judicial Affairs coordinator, informs 
the Student Government Association about the Mock 
Wreck event that was scheduled to take place during 
the university’s observance of Alcohol Awareness Week.
Senator Pro Tem Angelica Corona 
adjourns the Student Government 
Association meeting last Tuesday.
The University of Texas System has 
joined the ranks of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Harvard 
University and the University of 
California at Berkeley in offering free 
online courses.
UT System has entered into a 
partnership with EdX, a nonprofit 
corporation, to provide online courses 
through its platform.
Chancellor Francisco G. Cigarroa 
announced the partnership after the 
board of regents unanimously approved 
the agreement at its Oct. 15 meeting, a 
system news release said.
A partnership of this nature means 
the UT System’s schools are among the 
elite public institutions now, Steven 
Mintz, executive director of the Institute 
for Transformational Learning for the 
UT System, told The Collegian last 
Wednesday.
Currently, the program is offering 
classes taught by Harvard, MIT and 
Berkeley staff. In Summer 2013, the 
system is hoping to add its faculty as 
well. 
Courses offered right now through 
EdX are composed mainly of advanced 
computing and engineering courses, 
Mintz said.
“We’re going to greatly broaden that,” 
he said. “We’re going to broaden it in 
the terms of the kinds of subjects that 
are taught, including health care-related 
subjects, but also we’re hoping to offer 
what we call gateway courses.”
In traditional classrooms those 
gateway courses have high enrollments 
and high rates of failure.
The system is hoping this will allow 
students to graduate in a timely manner, 
Mintz said.
Right now, students can go online 
and take courses for free. However, the 
system is trying to make it so students 
can take these courses for credit.
“We want to work with the faculty who 
decide which courses receive credit … to 
review courses and help design courses 
that will be applicable for credit,” Mintz 
said.
He said the UT System wants to lead 
in education for the future. 
“We want the world to view us as 
national and international leaders in 
the application of new technology to 
education,” Mintz said. “This is the 
future and we want to be on the ground 
floor.”
According to a Q&A about the UT 
System and EdX collaboration, the 
partnership calls for the UT System to 
invest $5 million in the platform.
During an EdX news conference on 
Oct. 15, UT-Brownsville President Juliet 
V. García said that the university sees 
this partnership of the UT System as an 
opportunity to allow students into the 
highest education possible.
García said that EdX strongly 
supports their efforts in promoting 
college readiness. 
They will work together with high 
schools and community colleges to 
ensure students are set to move on to 
any UT System school.
“This is a very exciting time for us at 
UT-Brownsville,” she said. “We are very 
eager to add EdX to our building blocks 
for this new university experience.”
Based in Cambridge, Mass., EdX 
was founded by MIT and Harvard 
University. The organization offers free 
online courses to “on campus students 
and to millions of people around the 
world,” according to the organizations 
website, edx.org.
Beginning in Summer 2013, EdX 
will offer one UTx (University of Texas 
System) course and four in Fall 2013.
Free online courses 
on horizon
UT System signs pact with 
nonprofit to offer classes 







Day by day my thoughts of 
you grow. I am in love with 
you without any doubt. So, 
whoever is reading this, you 
can call me crazy but I don’t 
care at all. If you had found 
someone as cherished as the 
one I am speaking of, you 
would do any crazy thing to 
show her you love her. I have 
about a million reasons to 
explain why I am doing this, 
but there’s only so much room 
in a newspaper.
This love is like a drug that 
I have to have every single 
moment of each day. The day 
I met you in that stupid job 
we both had years ago was 
a blessing, but I’m also glad 
that I did not take that other 
job because I would not have 
met you if I did! I feel like it 
was still yesterday when we 
graduated from high school 
and started college together. I 
truly believe I was blessed by 
my Savior and He answered 
by putting you in my life and 
I still thank Him for doing so.
Love works in mysterious 
ways--even while I’m writing 
this, I’m thinking of you. When 
you read this, just remember 
that I Facebook-ed you two 
weeks ago that I would surprise 
you again. Well, surprise! If 
you’re reading this and you’re 
not my special someone, the 
answer is yes, I am crazy but 
I do not care at all. The love I 
get from her keeps me going 
in life. So, I’m expressing my 
love in this column. If I could 
sing and play an instrument, I 
would have done that! Maybe, 
that will be my next project. 
En este momento estoy 
escuchando las canciones de 
amor que me gustan mucho. 
Todos los días pienso en ti. Te 
quiero muchísimo y quiero que 
sepas cómo me siento. Cuando 
veas esto no quiero que me 
llames. Espera hasta que me 
veas, por favor. Tú eres mi 
vida, mi todo, mi amor. Te 
amo tanto, no tengo la menor 
duda que lo que siento por ti 
es infinito. Yo te amo. Sí, estoy 
bien loco por ella, ¿y qué?




k What are YOUr 
    PLaNS fOr
haLLOWeeN?
--Compiled by Alex Rodriguez 















“Well, my plans 
are going to 
Edinburg with 
my friends, and 
party up there.”
Jose del Bosque 
Accounting 
sophomore
“My plan for 
Halloween is 
to party with 
my family at 
home, with the 
neighbors, and 
get dressed 






hang out with 
friends, party a 
little bit and have 









“This love is like a 
drug that I have 
to have every 
single moment of 
each day.”
,
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CHICAGO--President Obama has 
cast his ballot early, returning to 
his hometown of Chicago to drum 
up support for early voting.
“All across the country we’re 
seeing a lot of early voting,” Obama 
said. 
He said it was “really convenient” 
but joked, “I can’t tell you who I 
voted for.”
Obama signed forms and showed 
his driver’s license at a South Side 
Chicago voting site and then voted 
at a blue voting machine.
It was the first time a sitting 
presidential nominee voted early 
and reflects the Obama campaign’s 
strategy to encourage as many 
voters as possible to vote early or 
by absentee ballot.
About 35 percent of the electorate 
is expected to vote before Election 
Day, Nov. 6.
President Obama (right) casts his vote during early voting in the 2012 election at the Martin 
Luther King Community Center last Thursday in Chicago. Election official Eli Selph (center) stands 
nearby to answer any questions voters might have. 




Pablo Martinez Monsivais/ASSOCIATED PRESS
A voter casts her ballot last Thursday in Cardenas Hall South 117 during early voting for the Nov. 
6 General Election. Early voting ends on Friday. As of last Thursday, 972 voters had cast ballots 
at the campus polling site, according to Estela Martinez, administrative assistant for UTB/TSC’s 
Center for Civic Engagement.
Making a choice
Magaly rosales/COllEgIAn
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Once again Halloween comes 
around with all the costumes 
and cheesy horror films. It 
seems that the worse a movie 
is, the more it is promoted 
on social media and in 
commercials. 
“Paranormal Activity 
4” starts off with a family 
recording a soccer game on a 
video camera. The filming is 
sweet and captures innocent 
moments. Alex (Kathryn 
Newton) is a normal teenage 
girl living with her adopted 
brother Wyatt (Aiden Love 
Kamp), her parents and an 
occasional house guest, Ben 
(Matt Shively). 
Everything is normal until 
the weird young neighbor 
Robbie (Brady Allen) has to 
stay with them because his 
mom mysteriously ends up 
in the hospital. Robbie has 
no relatives and Alex’s mom 
agrees to take care of him. 
Alex is really freaked out by 
Robbie because he is very quiet 
and does not act like a normal 
kid. To no surprise, things begin 
happening around the house 
during Robbie’s stay, which 
capture Alex’s attention. She 
decides to record everything 
that happens at night with 
Ben’s help.
They discover that Robbie is 
not sleeping and at one point 
crawls into Alex’s bed while she 
is asleep. They also discover he 
talks to an imaginary friend. 
After the incident, Alex tells 
her parents but they don’t 
believe her. Her parents blame 
it on the trauma that Robbie 
experienced while his mom was 
taken to the hospital.
The family members all 
experience odd occurrences but 
try to ignore them. All the while, 
Wyatt is being influenced by 
Robbie. Wyatt begins talking to 
Robbie’s imaginary friend and 
begins to change for the worse. 
At one point he gets dragged 
under water while bathing. 
He is also told that his name 
is Hunter and that his birth 
family wants him back.
One night the boys go 
missing while Alex is baby-
sitting them. She finds them 
at Robbie’s house and runs 
into the notorious Katie (Katie 
Featherson), who is Robbie’s 
mom. Robbie goes home and 
things in Alex’s house get 
worse, including Alex’s near 
death experience in the garage.
While Alex and her dad go 
out for a talk, Katie pays a visit 
and takes out the mom first and 
then kills Ben.
Alex and her dad return home 
to find Wyatt missing and Alex 
discovers that Ben is dead. She 
runs outside to look for Wyatt 
and her dad at Robbie’s house. 
The father is being dragged 
around the house. She finds 
Wyatt and notices that he has a 
vacant stare.
Alex is then confronted by 
Katie and a bunch of what seem 
to be demonic people and that’s 
when the film stops abruptly.
After seeing all of the 
“Paranormal” films, I have to 
say “Paranormal Activity 4” is 
the worst in the franchise. It 
has predictable scenes and a 
horrible script. The acting is 
poor and it seems as if a bunch 
of high school students shot the 
film. And, the constant moving 
of the camera might give some 
viewers motion sickness.
I also think it was missing 
the cheap thrills that draw 
people into the theater to watch 
movies of this caliber. I was 






By Alex Rodriguez 
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Courtesy Paramount PiCtures 
Beat poet Chuck Taylor 
presented a workshop last 
Thursday, offering students and 
faculty tips on becoming authors 
and self-publishers. 
Taylor, an instructional 
associate professor at Texas 
A&M University’s Department 
of English, asked attendees to fill 
out a questionnaire about their 
writing and publishing interests. 
Questions included: Who do you 
see as your audience? Who do 
you write for? And who would 
you be publishing for?
He encouraged them “to look 
for the better-name magazines,” 
and suggested the use of the 
website Newpages.com for the 
search.
Taylor has been passionate 
about writing since he was in 
high school. Besides poetry, his 
writing includes novels, short 
stories and essays. Among his 
works are “Heterosexual: A 
Love Story,” “Drinking in a Dry 
Country” and “The One True 
Cat.” His poetry collection, 
“What Do You Want, Blood?” 
received the 1988 Austin Book 
Award.
“People made fun of me for 
writing poetry … and I probably 
wrote it to impress girls,” he 
said.
His favorite beat poetry piece 
is Lew Welch’s “Chicago Poem,” 
because he spent most of his 
childhood in Chicago.
Asked which of his own works 
he enjoyed the most, Taylor 
replied: “The last thing I wrote 
is usually what I enjoy the most, 
unless it went badly, unless I 
got into something and it fell 
apart in the middle and I just 
had to wad it up, throw it in the 
trash,” he said. “If it’s going well, 
all these chemicals get going 
around in your brain that make 
you feel very happy.” 
His latest poetry, “So Long,” 
is about “our days and how long 
they are and how lucky we are 
that the days are so long and 
we get to do so many different 
things and have so much and 
enjoy so many things; it’s a really 
simple idea,” he said.
Taylor read “So Long,” in 
the Student Union’s La Sala 
Thursday night. 
Carolyn Smith, an adjunct 
faculty member in the English 
Department, said the workshop 
was “very informative.”
“I plan to try to use [the 
information] so I can publish 
some of my memoirs,” Smith 
said.
Asked if UT-Brownsville 
should have more of these 
presentations, she replied: “Yes, 
definitely, and as a teacher that 
is what I’m trying to get across 
to my students … to look inside 
themselves and then be able to 
share what they come up with in 
an organized way.”
Taylor is among the authors 
invited to participate in 
Writers Live @ UTB/TSC, 
“a collaboration between the 
English Department, which is 
part of [the College of] Liberal 
Arts, and the Office of Student 
Life,” said Eloy Álvarez, assistant 
director of Student Life.
Canadian poet Glen Sorestad 
will be featured Nov. 13.
Chuck Taylor, a beat poet laureate 
and instructional associate 
professor in the English Department 
at Texas A&M University, explains 
how to get works published during 
a workshop last Thursday in 
Cardenas Hall North. 
Guiding writers
Poet Chuck Taylor offers publishing workshop
By Eréndira Santillana
THE COLLEGIAN
Miguel Angel RobeRts/Collegian 
Carlos Antunez (left) and Janelle Ayón (center) of Ballet Folklórico de 
México, lead a master class for UTB/TSC’s Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán Oct. 
22 in the Garza Gym Annex. Ballet Folklórico de México performed that 
night at the Arts Center. Antunez, who is the group’s art coordinator, 
has been teaching dance for 25 years, and Ayón, its public relations 
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“Liberty & Hope,” an art exhibit by 
Gabriel Treviño, opened with a reception 
Oct. 22 at UTB/TSC’s Art Gallery at 
Rusteberg Hall.
Treviño, an alumnus of UTB/TSC, is 
inspired by growing up on the border and 
the bicultural surrounding.
Asked what attracted him to art, Treviño 
replied: “Pop art, I guess. … Right now, this 
show has a lot of work that was inspired by 
narco violence and the stuff that’s going on 
the border with all the killings and bodies 
appearing and stuff like that--things that 
are happening around our area, things 
that are real, things that affect us in our 
social aspect but, you know, things really 
are changing the world, so I try to capture 
that and communicate that through my 
work.” 
The painting titled “Two Women” shows 
that although we live on the border and 
we have family on both sides, there is a 
separation because of the violence.
“You see the knee dissected to show that 
the female, the hollow side of her, making 
her seem that she’s empty, she’s not real, 
even though she’s holding her hand, 
she’s not there,” Treviño said. “So, same 
difference between us having family on 
that side, even though they’re right there, I 
mean we can’t really be that close because 
of everything going on, so that painting 
reflects that division.”
Treviño entered his first art competition 
as a high school senior. His first one-man 
show took place in 1998 at UTB/TSC. He 
later dropped out of college to work.  He 
resumed his art career in 2005, displaying 
his works at the local flea market, which 
he called “exploring the idea of art in 
a primitive art culture,” according to a 
biography provided by the gallery. 
Among those attending the reception 
was junior art education major David 
Medrano.
“I saw the ads and I thought the exhibit 
was going to be an interesting exhibit, and 
that’s what brought me here,” Medrano 
told The Collegian. “[Treviño] really just 
expresses himself and you can notice right 
away he puts in a lot of thought about it 
like … it’s everywhere … like you can see so 
many thoughts throughout his work.” 
The exhibit will be on display until 
Nov. 16. Admission is $1. The gallery is 
open from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
and Tuesday, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, 4-7 p.m. Thursday and noon-
3 p.m. Friday. 
Michelle espinoza/Collegian 
Border impressions 
Senior art major Sergio García (center) takes a closer look at Gabriel Treviño’s acrylic-on-canvas 
artwork titled “Bailadora de la Noche” during the opening reception Oct. 22 for the “Liberty & 
Hope” exhibit in the Art Gallery at Rusteberg Hall. Also shown are adjunct faculty member Noel 
Palmenez (left) and junior art education major David Medrano. 
Gabriel Treviño’s ‘Liberty & Hope’ reflects narco 
violence’s effect on border
By Michelle Espinoza 
THe Collegian
The Arts Center will present “The 39 Steps,” 
a comedy based on the 1935 Alfred Hitchcock 
film, at 7:30 p.m. Nov.5.
The “39 Steps” is about a man, Richard 
Hannay, who is falsely accused of killing a 
counterespionage agent and tries to prove his 
innocence. Throughout the plot, he gets chased 
by the police while he is chasing a spy who is 
trying to steal top-secret information.
Arts Director Dan Barnard said this is the 
first film in which Hitchcock used the term 
“McGuffin.”
“This is a device that he used in a lot of his 
movies, where there’s something that happens 
that it’s all crucial to the people in the plot, but it 
turns out to be inconsequential,” he said.
Unlike the movie, the play consists of four 
actors who play 14o roles. The actors are from 
Winwood Productions and are directed by 
Kevin Bigger. Dan Fenaughty will portray 
Hannay; Nicholas Wilder, Clown No. 1; and 
Tobias Shaw, Clown No. 2. Larissa Klinger 
will bring characters Annabella, Pamela and 
Margaret to life.
 “It ends up being hilarious by virtue of 
the fact of all the quick changes … and they 
also have these quotes from other Hitchcock 
scenes,” Barnard said. “So, the more you know 
about Hitchcock, the funnier it is.”
He called the play “a fascinating exercise in 
stage machinery.”
The movie will be screened from 2 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Arts Center so that students 
can become familiar with what “The 39 Steps” 
is about. Admission is free. 
Student tickets to the play are $6 for seating 
in the first two rows and $11 for balcony seating. 
Tickets for non-students range from $37 to $72. 
For more information, call the Arts Center 
Box Office at 882-8587 or go to www.tickets.
utb.edu. 
Hitchcock on the stage
Play based on “The 39 Steps” set for Nov. 5 at Arts Center
By Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN
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Sophomore engineering physics-mechanical major Sergio 
Luis Gómez (left) explains magnetic levitations to students 
(from left) Johnny Guerrero, of the San Benito IDEA; Briana 
Tovias, Sullivan Elementary School in San Benito; Aaron 
Armas, of the Berta Cabaza Middle School, San Benito; and, 





José Puente, a junior engineering physics-electrical major, 
prepares to break a concrete block on top of Gustavo 
Salazar, president of the UT-Brownsville chapter of 
the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers. The 
demonstration explained the principles of pressure and 
was one of several activities of the Noche de Ciencias 
series launched Oct. 20 by the chapter. The series 
aims to promote knowledge and interest about 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics to 
students in kindergarten through 12th grades, as well 
as provide scholarship and college access information. 
If you think you can outrun 
a zombie, then you might want 
to take part in UTB/TSC’s 
“Zombies vs. Humans” tag 
game, scheduled from 6:30 to 
10 tonight on the REK Center 
field.
“We start off with a small 
number of zombies that are in 
the field and there are two safe 
zones. So, the humans go from 
one and they have to run to the 
other safe zone without getting 
‘eaten’ by the zombies,” said 
Jamie Barnhill, aquatics and 
events coordinator for Campus 
Recreation.
The players will be able to 
hide behind obstacles such as 
golf carts and tires. Humans 
can also hide in “buildings” in 
which they can answer trivia 
questions related to zombies 
or survival. If players answer 
correctly, they will receive a 
ticket that may help them in 
the game.
“Zombies are going to take 
over the world one day, so this 
is good practice for survival,” 
Barnhill said jokingly.
Winners will have their 
photo taken, and those will be 
uploaded on the REK Center 
Facebook page.
Every Halloween, the REK 
Center conducts events related 
Creature 
invasion





to fitness and health.
“This is a great event where 
we’re getting people together 
… So [in] this game, you’re 
running back and forth and 
you’re tagging each other,” 
Barnhill said. “There’s a lot of 
physical activity that’s involved 
in the game and it’s fun.” 
Students may take a break 
during the event to watch a 
movie.
A zombie costume contest 
takes place from 6:30 to 7 p.m. 
in the REK Center and winners 
will receive prizes. Admission 
is free for REK Center members 
and $5 for non-members.
For more information, call 
the REK Center at 882-5972.
Bryan Romero/Collegian illustration
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competed in the 
Oct. 19 event.
The audience applauds after a performance at Noche de Estrellas. More 
than 200 people attended the event.
Sophomore vocal music education majors Miguel Zúñiga (left) and Noe 































“Thank You” by 
Ashanti, a song 
she dedicated 






See BRIGHT, Page 10
Sophomore music 
education majors Miguel 
Zuñiga and Noe Saenz won 
the $300 first-place prize 
at the Noche de Estrellas 
student talent show for their 
interpretation of Rihanna’s 
“Where Have You Been.”
Held in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall Oct. 19, the talent show 
featured 22 performances. 
More than 200 people 
attended, cheering and 
singing along with some of 
the contestants.
Second place and $150 went 
to senior Spanish education 
major Magdalena López, 
who performed “Ángel” 
by Yuridia. Senior music 
major Jose Villarreal, who 
performed “Satch Boogie” 
by Joe Satriani, earned third 
place and $50. Honorable 
mention went to junior 
communication major Cleiri 
Quezada, who performed an 
a capella version of Ashanti’s 
“Thank You.” 
Host Normalinda Vera, 
a senior communication 
major, introduced the acts 
and announced the winners. 
While the judges went 
backstage to make their 
decision, Vera danced on 
stage with the performers as 
one of the concluding events 
of the night.
Both Zuñiga and Saenz 
were amazed that they won 
the contest.
“We didn’t even think we 
were going to place, so to 
win was just amazing,” Saenz 
said.
Zuñiga said he and Saenz 
were nervous before going 
onstage to perform.
“We were just a train wreck 
right before [performing], 
calming ourselves down 
saying, ‘It’s going to be all 
right’ and right beforehand 
we just pulled it together and 
performed,” he said.
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2 or 3 feet, after that I can tell 
sort of what the object is, but 
definitionwise, I can’t tell what 
it is,” Abanilla said. 
He was diagnosed at age 6.
“I grew up kind of in what I 
like to call the ‘technological 
black ages,’ which basically were 
just pen and paper,” Abanilla 
said. “So I would always get a 
big black marker and paper and 
just write it giant; that’s how I 
would learn.”
Today, he uses a video 
magnifier, or closed-circuit 
television system (CCTV), 
to read texts in books and 
computers. 
“As far as life in the 
university, everything has gone 
pretty smoothly,” Abanilla said. 
“… My case has been pretty 
smooth, according to the plan. 
Everything worked out how it 
was supposed to work out, and 
so I was very fortunate in that 
aspect.”
Asked by Chamberlain how 
life in college is different from 
high school, Abanilla replied: 
“In high school everything’s 
done for you, your exams, 
everything is set for you in the 
classroom. In college it’s kind 
of like, ‘All right, [Disability 
Services Coordinator] Steve 
Wilder is somewhere, go find 
him and talk it up, and see what 
he can do for you.’”
Daniel Skaines, an exercise 
science sophomore, took a 
moment to honor a friend 
who died that same day in the 
battlefield in Afghanistan.
“I’m a little different from 
some of the people here, 
because I wasn’t diagnosed with 
anything when I was little,” 
Skaines said. “What I suffer 
from is more a mental illness or 
disorder called PTSD, which is 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
and TBI, which is Traumatic 
Brain Injury.”
While he was in the U.S. 
Army, Skaines was injured in 
combat several times, but he 
did not experience any changes 
until he went back to college.
“I recently realized that 
some of the things I used to be 
good at, like math, I used to be 
very good at math, I’m not so 
good at it anymore,” he said. 
“Because I suffer from a short-
term memory deficiency, if you 
tell me something, I remember 
during our conversation, 
but, if I walk away from that 
conversation, chances are I’m 
going to forget it.”
Skaines said this condition 
affects his schoolwork and 
personal life.
“Sometimes, I get angry faster 
than I should,” he said. “I don’t 
have outbursts or anything like 
that, but I internalize it and I 
carry that with me.” 
Eric Torres, a computer 
information systems and web 
design junior, has a hearing 
and speech disability. He uses 
American Sign Language to 
communicate.
“I have an interpreter, so 
sometimes the interpreter also 
helps to clarify material that I 
don’t understand,” Torres said 
through an interpreter. “If I’m 
struggling with something, they 
are able to explain it to me to a 
different level.”
Steve Chamberlain, an 
associate professor in the 
Educational Psychology and 
Leadership Studies program, 
said the purpose of the panel 
discussion is “to give several of 
our students an opportunity to 
share their stories.”
The stories are fascinating,” 
Chamberlain said. “Basically, 
when we talk about students 
with disabilities at a college 
level, what we try to focus on is 
access. I think access is the key 
word.”
The event was part of the 
university’s observance of 
Accessibility Awareness Week. 
Wilder said there are 350 
students with disabilities on 
campus. He said the department 
provides these students the 
accommodations needed for 
their education.
“You might be going through 
the road and you hear a roaring 
sound, which is not normal, so 
you need to bring it by and have 
a mechanic check it out for you,” 
he said. 
Students can also check their 
own cars by opening the hood 
and checking the oil. Turn off 
the engine before doing this to 
avoid getting burned. 
The Automotive Program 
offers free lessons on car 
maintenance for students 
from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday at 
the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce 
Center (ITECC).
“They can swing by here and 
we can teach them,” Cantu said. 
“We’ll teach them how to check 
the oil and the water and the air 
pressure in their tires.”
Jose Amieva, interim chair 
of the Industrial Technology 
Department, said students can 
call Cantu at 882-4126 to make 
an appointment. 
“Every student at UTB has 
free access to that area,” Amieva 
said. “Purchase the parts and 
service is free.”
Amieva said the department 
offers certificates in mechanics 
and auto body, and associate 
degrees in renewable energy 
and drafting. 
“The professors that I have 
in every area are certified 
professors; they are pretty good 
professors,” he said. 
Freshman automotive 
technology major Julio Avila 
is among the students in the 
automotive program. 
“It’s a good career, its 
short and it’s a good learning 
experience to go into the 
automotive industry,” Avila 
said. “My goal is to work for 
the U.S. government, fixing the 
vehicles.” 
He has learned how to repair 
engines. His current project is 
putting an engine back into a 
customer’s vehicle. 
“The main thing we did was 
change the gaskets on it … 
because it was passing water 
into the engine,” Avila said. “So 
right now, we’re just putting 
everything back together.” 
The program has helped Avila 
maintain his own vehicle. 
“It’s helped me out a lot, 
getting here to school, going 
back and forth,” he said. 
“It’s really confusing to the 
consumer to try to identify 
which are the healthy versus 
unhealthy cereals for their 
families,” Schwartz said.
The Fooducation Movement 
screens documentary films to 
the community in an effort to 
educate them about healthy 
eating. 
“The main purpose is to 
help educate people how food 
affects our health and to help 
educate them about different 
food choices,” Lebby Salinas, 
founder of Fooducation and 
a health and wellness coach 
from Mission, said about the 
Fooducation Movement.
The organization also 
focuses on related issues 
such as food politics and food 
advertising. Salinas partnered 
with the Historic Cine El Rey 
Theatre Foundation and other 
health and wellness advocates 
to create the grass-roots 
movement, according to the 
organization’s website.  
“[The Fooducation 
Movement] can impact the 
community very positively to 
help improve the health and 
wellness of our communities 
through education,” Salinas 
said.
Part four of the HBO series, 
“Challenges,” will be shown at 1 
p.m. Nov. 17 and Dec. 15 at the 
Brownsville Heritage Museum, 
located at 1325 E. Washington 
St. A donation of $5 will be 
accepted.
For more information, visit 
getfooducated.org.
Saenz said it felt great to 
win first prize.
Student Success Director 
Betty Becerra-Barckholtz, 
Events and Presidential 
Services Director Martie 
DiGregorio and UTB/TSC 
graduate Frank Orozco 
judged the event.
They based their decisions 
on how the contestants 
presented themselves, overall 
performance, how they 
interacted with the audience 
and how the audience 




“I really liked the a capella 
performer, Cleri Quezada. 
She was courageous enough 
to dedicate this song to her 
dad while doing it a capella,” 
Becerra-Barckholtz said. 
Zuñiga and Saenz are going 
to split their $300 prize. 
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 Police Reports The following are among the incidents reported to Campus Police between Oct. 8 and 14.
Patron of the arts
The UTB/TSC Brass, Woodwind 
Chamber and String ensembles 
will perform at 5, 6:30 and 8 tonight, 
respectively, in the Arts Center. There will 
be an intermission between ensembles. 
Admission is $5. For more information, 
call 882-7025.
emPloyee assistance Program 
The Employee Help Center will host 
two workshops Tuesday:  “Employee 
Assistance Program-General 
Overview” at 9 a.m. and “Building 
Resilience-Stress Management” at 
1:30 p.m. Both will take place in Cortez 
Hall 118. The center is open from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday 
to provide services to faculty and staff 
who are dealing with the separation of 
UT-Brownsville from Texas Southmost 
College. For more information, call 
Coordinator Liza Benson at 882-7172.
national Book award finalist
Domingo Martinez, author of the 
memoir “The Boy Kings of Texas” 
will speak at 11 a.m. Tuesday in the SET-B 
Lecture Hall. “Boy Kings” is a finalist for 
the National Book Award. Admission 
is free. For more information, call the 
Office of News and Information at 
882-8231.
Boo at the Zoo
The Gladys Porter Zoo will host its 
23rd annual “Boo at the Zoo” from 6 to 
9 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday. Tickets 
are $3.50 per person. Admission is free 
for zoo members. For more information, 
call 546-7187 or go to www.gpz.org. 
fitness fright fest
The REK Center will host “Fitness 
Fright Fest” all day Wednesday, an 
event in which students can compete for 
prizes by guessing the number of sweets 
in the “Candy Count” jar and being 
the fastest in “Run for Your Life” 
treadmill contest. For more information, 
call 882-5972.
criminal Justice advising
Criminal justice Academic Adviser 
David Gonzalez will answer questions 
from current majors and those interested 
in the degree program from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Wednesday in Cardenas Hall North 108. 
For more information, call 882-7775.
career exPloration day
Title V STEM Learning 
Communities program will host 
“Career Exploration Day” from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday in the SET-B 
courtyard. Besides career workshops, 
there will be a presentation on NASA, 
door prizes, a physics circus and free 
food. For more information, call 882-
7004.
‘39 stePs,’ the movie
The Arts Center will screen “The 39 
Steps” at 2, 4, 6 and 8 p.m. Wednesday. 
Admission is free and free popcorn will 
be served. For more information, call 
Arts Center Director Dan Barnard at 
882-7750.
horror movie day
The Student Union will screen 
horror movies from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday in the game room. For more 
information, call game room Coordinator 
Enrique Saavedra at 882-5937.
haunted house
Carlotta Petrina Cultural Arts and 
The Deaf Community will present 
their second annual Haunted House 
at 1452 E. Madison St. (across from the 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library) 
from 6 to 10:30 p.m. Wednesday. 
Admission is $5. For more information, 
call the Carlotta Petrina Museum at 
548-1713.
donations requested
Professional Women Speak and the 
American Association of University 
Women are accepting donations for 
Friendship of Women Inc. until 
Oct.31. Shampoo, socks, linens, towels, 
car seats, booster seats, bassinets, high 
chairs, clothing for children and cases 
of water are sought for the Friendship 
of Women. Donations of diapers are 
sought for the Women’s Crisis Center in 
Harlingen. Donation boxes are located 
in the REK Center, Arnulfo L. Oliveira 
Memorial Library, the Life and Health 
Sciences Building and the Academic 
Advising Center. For more information, 
call Senior Telecommunication 
Operations Installer Olga García at 
882-7015.
children of children
“Children of Children: Portraits 
and Stories of Teenage Parents, ” 
an exhibit by San Antonio photographer 
Michael Nye, will be on display from 
Friday until Nov.17 in the West Gallery of 
the International Technology, Education 
and Commerce Center. The event is 
sponsored by Planned Parenthood, 
UTB/TSC’s Student Health Services 
and the Division of Student Affairs. 
For more information, call 882-3896.
día de los muertos
The Office of Student Life will host a 
Day of the Dead procession at 7 p.m. 
Friday in the Free Speech Area. Students, 
faculty and staff are welcome to paint 
their faces in traditional Mexican Day of 
the Dead style and bring photos of their 
loved ones to display at the community 
altar. Images may be dropped off at the 
Behavioral Sciences Office in Cardenas 
Hall South 293. A presentation of Jalisco, 
Veracruz and Guanajuato Day of the 
Dead altars will be made at 7:45 p.m. 
at the Student Union Veranda after the 
procession. Admission is free. For more 
information, call 882-5138.
alZheimer’s, diaBetes lecture
Ian V.J. Murray, an assistant professor 
in the Department of Neuroscience 
and Experimental Therapeutics at the 
Texas A&M Health Science Center 
College of Medicine, will present a 
lecture titled “The Intersection of 
Metabolic Dysfunction and Protein 
Misfolding: A Closer Look at 
Alzheimer’s and Diabetes” at 2 p.m. 
Nov. 5 in Biomedical Research Building 
Room 1.222. The event is sponsored 
by the UTB/TSC Office of the Vice 
President for Research. The event is 
open to the public. For more information, 
call 882-7676.
veterans day ceremony
The Veterans Upward Bound 
program will sponsor the 13th annual 
Veterans Day Ceremony at noon Nov. 8 
on the Cardenas Hall South Lawn. For 
more information, call Program Director 
David Rivera at 882-7127. The program 
will also screen the award-winning 
documentary, “High Ground,” at 
noon Nov. 9 in the SET-B Lecture Hall. 
Admission is free. For more information, 
call Program Director David Rivera at 
882-7127.
writers live
Glen Sorestad, the poet laureate of 
Saskatchewan, Canada, will read and sign 
copies of his book from 7 to 8 p.m. Nov. 
13 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. 
The event is part of the Writers Live 
@ UTB/TSC. For more information, call 
882-5138.
somBrero fest design contest
Sombrero Festival is looking for new 
T-shirt designs for the 2013 celebration. 
The winner will receive $500 and the 
artwork will be included in publications, 
marketing, advertising and other media. 
Entries must be submitted to the Office 
of Student Life by Nov.14. For more 
information, call 882-5138 or go to www.
sombrerofestival.com. 
Zoo Benefit concert
Guitarist Edgar Cruz will perform at 7 
p.m. Nov. 16 at the Gladys Porter Zoo 
Event Center. Proceeds will benefit 
the zoo. Tickets are $50.  For more 
information, call 546-7187.
food & coat drive
The UTB/TSC Campus Police, STING 
students and students in the master’s in 
Counseling and Guidance Graduate 
program will sponsor a non-perishable 
food, gift card, coat and sweater drive 
at 2 p.m. Nov. 16 in the Education and 
Business Complex courtyard. Drop-
off locations are the STING Center and 
EDBC 2.208. For more information, call 
UTB/TSC Police Administrative Assistant 
Gabriel Gonzalez at 882-7551.
ralPh ruBy scholarshiP 
The Ralph Ruby Scholarship 
Endowment is now available for Spring 
2013. Students must be enrolled in at 
least 12 credit hours, have a minimum 
of a 3.0 GPA and submit 2 letters of 
character from relatives. (A letter of 
religious character from a pastor or priest 
may also be submitted if the student has 
a religious affiliation.) The deadline is 
Dec. 3. For more information, call the 
Financial Aid Office at 882-8277.
JoB oPPortunity
Pediatric Care Center is accepting 
applications for front desk part-
time or full-time positions. For more 
information, call Mary Salazar at 283-
1889.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
Monday, Oct. 8
10:28 a.m.: The manager at the Barnes 
& Noble Bookstore reported that a couple 
might have stolen a book from the store. 
She said she saw a woman walk from the 
book area to the apparel area and sit on a 
window ledge with a man. She approached 
them and asked if they needed help. The 
woman asked if it was OK for them to sit 
there and enjoy their coffee. The manager 
told them it was fine and noticed the 
woman had a book with her but did not 
see her enter the store with it. After a few 
minutes, the couple left and the manager 
was able to get the license plate number 
of their vehicle. She said she did not 
confront them because she did not know 
if the woman walked in with the book. 
The manager believes the book is “Prego! 
An Invitation to Italian” because she and 
another employee checked the inventory 
and noticed that they were missing copies 
of that book.  A description of the couple 
was given to the Campus Police officer. The 
book costs $186.65 new, $140 used and 
$91.45 to rent. The BookBee manager was 
contacted to assure that the couple would 
not try to sell them the book.
4:45 p.m.: A staff member reported a 
harassing fax was sent to the president’s 
office on Oct. 5. The fax was from a man 
who said certain individuals would be sent 
to jail while others would have to pay him. 
The officer said seven reports have been 
made regarding harassing faxes sent from 
this man.
Thursday, Oct. 11
10:57 a.m.: A bag with white residue 
found in the Casa Bella student housing 
complex parking lot tested positive for 
cocaine. The Physical Plant employee 
who turned the bag in said he had found 
three other bags but disposed of them 
because they were empty. He said he tried 
to recover them from the trashcan but was 
unable to. 
7:21 p.m.: A student reported smoke 
coming out of a trashcan in the corner of 
Lot AG. The officer could not find smoke 
coming out of any trashcan but did notice 
paper ashes inside one that seemed as 
if they had been put out with water. The 
officer sprayed the inside of the trashcan 
with a fire extinguisher to make sure it 
wouldn’t reignite. 
Sunday, Oct. 14
6:17 p.m.: A water leak caused damaged 
to a carpet and several ceiling tiles in SET-B 
2.520. Physical Plant staff discovered that 
the leak was caused by a clogged drain in 
an air conditioning unit directly above the 
room. The water also damaged two ceiling 
tiles in the room below.
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
Tom Guerin, a benefit counseling manager for the Teacher Retirement System of Texas, conducts 
a presentation on the requirements for retiring. The event was sponsored by UT-Brownsville’s 
Employee Help Center, which provides services to staff and faculty impacted by the university’s 
separation from Texas Southmost College. Upcoming sessions include “Employee Assistance 
Program-General Overview,” scheduled at 9 a.m. Tuesday, and “Building Resilience-Stress 
Management,” at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday in Cortez Hall 118.
Retirement lesson
michelle esPinoZa/Collegian
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Name: Jeff Wilson
Title: Assistant dean 
of the College of 
Science, Mathematics 
and Technology and 




Degrees: Bachelor’s in 
industrial distribution 
from Texas A&M 
University, master’s in 
geography from Texas 
State University, doctorate 
in environmental sciences 
from University of 
Canterbury (New Zealand) 
and postdoctorate work 
in public health from 
Harvard University.




Geography, Earth Sciences 
and Earth Sciences lab.
Achievements: “I 
won the [University of 
Texas System] Regents’ 
Outstanding Teaching 
Award in 2011, which is 
the highest honor in the 
system.”
What are the criteria 
for the Outstanding 
Teaching Award? “You 
have to be nominated 
at the university level, 
and then a UT System-
wide panel consisting 
of students, professors, 
administrators and prior 
award winners selected 17 
faculty from across the UT 
System, and I was actually 
selected as a top of all the 
faculty in the UT System. 
What that meant was I got 
to present to the board 
of regents on teaching 
philosophy.
What is the objective 
of your class? “More 
than learning, it is to open 
up UTB students’ eyes to 
the world, to bring the 
world to the [Rio Grande] 
Valley.”
What is your favorite 
subject? “Philosophy 
is my favorite subject 
because it is the root of all 
knowledge. Philosophy is 
the original science.” 
What advice would 
you give a student who 
is pursuing the same 
career you have? “Take 
as many liberal arts and 
fine arts classes as you 
can, because liberal arts is 
critical to science and one 
example of an individual 
who thought this was 
the case was Steve Jobs, 
who said that the best 
products were results of 
a combination of liberal 
arts and technology.”
What are your 
hobbies? “I stack rocks 
into pieces of art and then 
just assemble them, and 
couch surfing.”
Previous occupations: 
Wilson has been a loading 
dock worker at Home 
Depot, a geographic 
information systems 
teaching assistant and an 
adjunct faculty member 
at Texas State University, 
a research fellow at 
Harvard University, a 
lecturer at the University 
of Canterbury, a project 
manager for IBM Corp. 
in San Jose, Calif., and 
a business consultant 
for Ernst & Young 
Management Consulting 
in Houston.
If you had not chosen 
this career, which 
other one would you 
have chosen and why? 
“Filmmaker, because it 
would allow science and 
other types of knowledge 
to reach a wider audience 
in the general public. 
Or, I would have been 
a river boat captain 
because a career aptitude 
test that I took once told 
me that the two careers 
I was most suited for 
were convenience store 
manager or river boat 
captain.”
---Compiled by Eréndira 
Santillana
Profesor 
of the month 
The Rev. Armand Mathew celebrates his 90th birthday Oct. 21 in the Student Union’s Gran 
Salón. Several members of the campus community and the community at large turned out for 
the celebration. Mathew helped launch the university’s Center for Civic Engagement in 2001 
and now is in charge of the center’s fundraising and community relations.
Happy 90th—and many more!
Bryan romero/Collegian
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 Cuatro estudiantes de UTB/
TSC compartieron los desafíos 
que viven a diario durante 
un panel de discusión, en 
celebración de la Semana de 
Inclusión de las Personas con 
Discapacidad, la tarde del 
martes
El 12vo. panel anual de “In 
Our Shoes”, que se llevó a cabo 
en el salón de conferencias de 
SET-B, resaltó las situaciones 
en que los estudiantes con 
capacidades especiales se ven 
envueltos.
“Lo que estamos tratando 
de hacer con este evento en 
particular, es darle a varios 
de nuestros estudiantes la 
oportunidad de compartir 
sus historias… éstas son 
fascinantes”, dijo Steve 
Chamberlain, profesor del 
programa de Educational 
Psychology and Leadership 
Studies. “Básicamente, 
cuando hablamos de estos 
estudiantes a un nivel 
universitario, tratamos de 
enfocarnos en la accesibilidad. 
Creo que la accesibilidad es la 
palabra clave”.
Steve Wilder, coordinador 
de Disability Services, dijo 
que el departamento provee 
a estos estudiantes con las 
facilidades necesarias para 
que tengan una educación 
apropiada.
Yvette Villarreal, una 
estudiante de contabilidad de 
primer año, fue diagnosticada 
con dislexia a una edad 
temprana. Esta dificultad 
de aprendizaje afecta la 
capacidad de leer y deletrear 
fluidamente las palabras, 
según la página de internet 
dyslexiaaction.org.
“Es abrumador cuando 
se trata de exámenes y de 
aprendizaje”, dijo Villarreal. 
“Los maestros me ayudaban 
dándome más tiempo y 
modificando las pruebas… 
transponía los números, las 
palabras, las letras, pero 
entendía el tema. Sabía lo que 
estaba haciendo, sólo estaba 
aprendiendo diferente, a un 
ritmo más lento”.
Cuando le dijeron 
a Villarreal que ir a la 
universidad era una pérdida 
de tiempo y dinero, ella pensó 
que tendría que hacer un 
esfuerzo doble.
“Dije: ‘Todo lo que necesito 
es un poco de ayuda’”, dijo 
ella.
El panelista Bryan 
Abanilla, un estudiante de 
administración de negocios 
de último año, sufre de 
degeneración macular, una 
enfermedad ocular crónica 
que provoca pérdida de visión 
en el campo central del ojo.
“A una distancia de medio a 
un metro, veo todo borroso”, 
dijo Abanilla. “Si el objeto está 
más lejos puedo distinguir 
más o menos lo que es, pero 
no lo sé por completo”.
Él fue diagnosticado a los 6 
años.
“Crecí en lo que suelo 
llamar ‘era oscura de la 
tecnología” donde sólo usaba 
pluma y papel”, Abanilla dijo. 
“Entonces siempre tomaba un 
marcador negro y grande para 
escribir letras gigantes; así es 
como aprendía”.
Actualmente, él usa un 
magnificador de pantalla, o un 
sistema televisivo de circuito 
cerrado, para leer textos en 
libros y en la computadora.
“En cuanto a la universidad, 
todo ha marchado sobre 
ruedas”, dijo Abanilla. “Mi 
caso se ha manejado sin 
problemas, de acuerdo al 
plan, todo ha salido como 
se esperaba, así que fui muy 
afortunado en ese aspecto”.
Chamberlain le preguntó 
qué diferencia había entre 
la vida de la preparatoria 
y la universitaria, Abanilla 
respondió: “En la preparatoria 
lo hacen todo por ti, tus 
exámenes, te facilitan las 
cosas en el salón de clases. 
En la universidad te dicen: 
‘Muy bien, por ahí anda Steve 
Wilder, búscalo y habla con él, 
a ver qué puede hacer por ti”.
Daniel Skaines, un 
estudiante de ciencias del 
ejercicio de segundo año, 
dedicó su intervención para 
honrar a un amigo suyo que 
murió ese día en el campo de 
batalla de Afganistán.
“Soy un poco diferente a 
algunos de los presentes, pues 
a mí no me diagnosticaron 
nada cuando era pequeño”, 
dijo Skaines. “Sufro de una 
enfermedad o desorden 
mental llamado Trastorno 
de Estrés Post-Traumático y 
Lesión Cerebral Traumática”.
Como soldado del ejército 
estadounidense, Skaines 
sufrió heridas de combate en 
varias ocasiones, pero nunca 
se percató de ningún cambio 
hasta que regresó a la escuela.
“Recientemente me di 
cuenta que ya no era bueno en 
las cosas en las que solía serlo, 
como matemáticas, era muy 
bueno en matemáticas, pero 
ya no lo soy”, dijo él. “Debido 
a que tengo memoria a corto 
plazo, si me cuentas algo, lo 
recuerdo mientras estamos 
conversando pero, cuando me 
voy, es muy probable que lo 
voy a olvidar”.
Skaines dijo que esta 
condición afecta su trabajo 
escolar y vida personal.
“Algunas veces me enojo 
más rápido de lo que debería”, 
dijo él. “No tengo arrebatos 
ni nada parecido, pero lo 
interiorizo”.
El estudiante de informática 
y diseño de páginas web, 
Eric Torres, tiene una 
discapacidad auditiva y del 
habla. Él se comunica a 
través del Lenguaje de Señas 
Estadounidense.
“Tengo un intérprete, así 
que a veces él me aclara el 
material que no entiendo”, 
dijo a través de un intérprete. 
“Si estoy batallando con algo, 
ellos pueden explicármelo en 
un nivel diferente”.
Hay 350 estudiantes con 
capacidades especiales en 







Clasificación: Estudiante de segundo año
Fecha de graduación: Primavera 2015
Promedio: 3.56
Ciudad natal: San Benito
Pasatiempos: “Tocar guitarra y practicar 
tiro al blanco”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Primero, 
terminar mi carrera en enfermería, 
posteriormente obtener mi maestría 
en enfermería, trabajar en el área de 
emergencias de un hospital general y ayudar 
a la gente”.
¿Quién es tu inspiración o modelo a 
seguir? “Mi inspiración o modelo a seguir 
es John Lennon, por su paz y buena vibra 
hacia toda la gente”.
¿Por qué escogiste la especialidad 
que actualmente estudias? “Porque al 
estudiar esta carrera tengo oportunidad de 
convertirme en doctor, además de que mi 
madre es enfermera”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Trabajar 
en un hospital como doctor”.
¿Qué técnicas usas para estudiar? “Yo 
estudio mayormente sólo, pero también 
me gusta trabajar con gente para poderles 
explicar”. 
¿Cuál es tu consejo para los alumnos 
de nuevo ingreso?  “Que lean mucho y se 
junten con más gente que sepa de lo que está 
hablando”.
Anécdota: “Estábamos unos amigos y yo 
en Student Union buscando la ubicación de 
la reunión de un club llamado Game Over. Al 
no saber cuál era el salón de las reuniones, 
nos metimos a un salón ‘equis’ [cualquiera]. 
Cuando abrimos la puerta todo el mundo 
se nos quedó viendo y se empezaron a  reír 
de nosotros; nosotros con toda la pena y 
‘la cara roja’ tuvimos que cerrar la puerta y 
empezamos a reír, aún escuchando las risas 
de toda la gente [que estaba] adentro. Al 
parecer era una junta de maestros”.
--Recopilado por Eréndira Santillana
Miguel Angel RobeRts/Collegian
Ejemplos de que querer es poder
Por Viridiana Zúñiga
EDITORA DE ESPAÑOL
Cosas vienen, cosas van
bRyAn RoMeRo/Fotos Collegian 






Union, el martes 
pasado.
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Estudiantes con capacidades especiales comparten sus experiencias
Yvette Villarreal (a la izquierda), estudiante de contabilidad de primer año, explica cómo ha salido 
adelante a pesar de su dislexia. A un lado, Bryan Abanilla, estudiante de administración de negocios de 
último año, espera su turno para hablar de la degeneración macular que padece, durante el panel de 
discusión “In Our Shoes”, que se llevó a cabo el martes pasado.
Un biberón de 
leche estropea 




Complex y el 
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SAN FRANCISCO--The Giants’ 
extended family lingered on the 
field long after the final out, posing 
for pictures and savoring the win. 
Cars honked in the streets outside 
AT&T Park and fans celebrated in 
the bars.
San Francisco is halfway to 
the World Series title, not all the 
way there. Yet, after two days of 
beneficial bounces and pivotal plays 
that went their way, the Giants and 
their supporters seem to think the 
team’s second championship in 
three years is only a couple of days 
away.
“When things are going well,” 
Marco Scutaro said, “things are 
bouncing your way.”
Madison Bumgarner pitched 
two-hit ball over seven innings, the 
Giants threw out a runner at the 
plate and then took advantage of a 
bunt that stayed fair to push across 
the go-ahead run in a 2-0 win over 
the Detroit Tigers last Thursday 
night that gave them a World Series 
edge.
“It’s a lot less stressful for sure,” 
Bumgarner said, “but at the same 
time I don’t think we can stop 
pushing or we’re going to find 
ourselves in the same spot we’ve 
been in in the last two series.”
And that would be on the brink of 
elimination.
San Francisco lost its first two 
games against Cincinnati, then 
became the first baseball team to 
overcome a 0-2 deficit in a best-of-
five series by winning three straight 
on the road. Then the Giants fell into 
a 1-3 hole against St. Louis before 
rallying to reach the World Series.
“It’s great to get off to a good 
start,” Giants manager Bruce Bochy 
said. “We don’t, believe me, take 
anything for granted.”
As in, Gregor Blanco’s bunt 
trickling to a stop inches fair on 
the infield dirt for a bases-loading, 
45-foot single that set up Brandon 
Crawford’s run-scoring double-play 
grounder in the seventh.
“I was joking with Roberto 
Kelly when I got to first base, ‘We 
practiced that today,’” Blanco said, 
referring to the Giants’ coach. “That 
was a perfect bunt. I wasn’t really 
trying to do that. I think it was just 
meant to be.”
Hunter Pence, in a 1-for-7 Series 
slide, added a sacrifice fly in the 
eighth.
That was enough for the Giants, 
given that San Francisco starters 
have allowed two runs in 33 innings 
over the last five games, a 0.55 ERA, 
with 30 strikeouts and six walks.
“It definitely feels a whole lot 
better than having our backs against 
the wall,” Bumgarner said. “But 
you can’t relax. We’ve got to keep 
pushing.”
Game 3 was scheduled last 
be Saturday night in Detroit, 
which can’t win the title at home. 
Midseason acquisition Anibal 
Sanchez starts for the Tigers and 
Ryan Vogelsong for San Francisco.
“We can’t try to win three in one 
day,” Prince Fielder said. “Or two, 
for that matter.”
Fielder was thrown out at the 
plate in the second inning, and in 
the bottom half pitcher Doug Fister 
was struck on the right side of his 
head by Blanco’s line drive, a ball hit 
so hard that it caromed into shallow 
center field.
“They asked me the typical 
concussion questions,” Fister said. 
“I’m not concerned. I have a minor 
bump. According to my dad, my 
whole life his saying has always 
been if I got hit in the head I’d be 
OK. That’s how I take it.”
The 6-foot-8 Fister managed to 
stay on the mound. Bumgarner 
more than matched him. Santiago 
Casilla pitched a perfect eighth and 
Sergio Romo worked a 1-2-3 ninth 
for a save.
“I don’t know about baseball 
gods, but I’ll tell you one thing: I 
hope the ball keeps bouncing our 
way,” Giants pitcher Jeremy Affeldt 
said.
Fielder was hit by a pitch starting 
the second, Delmon Young followed 
with a double and when the ball 
rattled around in left field, third-
base coach Gene Lamont waved the 
beefy slugger home.
Scutaro dashed across the 
diamond, caught Blanco’s relay and 
sent a strong throw to the plate. All-
Star catcher Buster Posey made a 
swipe tag to Fielder’s backside.
“Any time those kind of freak 
plays happen that don’t go your way, 
it takes away a little momentum but 
you’ve got to be aggressive,” Fielder 
said. “They made a perfect play.”
Bumped from the NLCS rotation 
after two poor postseason starts, 
Bumgarner struck out eight and 
looked as sharp as he did in the 2010 
World Series when as a 21-year-old 
rookie he beat Texas in Game 4 with 
eight shutout innings.
The game remained scoreless 
until the seventh, when Pence led 
off with a single, rookie reliever 
Drew Smyly walked Brandon Belt 
on a full-count pitch and Blanco’s 
bunt loaded the bases with no outs.
Detroit kept its infield back up the 
middle, and had no play at the plate 
on Crawford’s bouncer to second.
“We felt like we played double-
play depth because we felt like we 
couldn’t give them two runs. That’s 
why we did that, and we got the 
double play,” Leyland said. “To be 
honest with you, we were absolutely 
thrilled to come out of that inning 
with one run. Absolutely thrilled. I 
mean, we had to score anyway.”
Of the 52 teams to take a 2-0 lead 
in the World Series, 41 have gone 
on to win the title. That includes 
14 of the last 15 teams with that 
advantage.





Who is your favorite 
soccer player? “Wayne 
Rooney, ’cause he plays 
for Manchester United in 
England, and I support 
Manchester United, so he’s 
kind of like our star player.”
What do you like to do for 
fun? “I like to play FIFA with 
my roommates, just listen to 
music, and chill by the pool 
really on campus, anything 
just to relax away from 
soccer.”
What is your favorite 
movie? “My favorite movie 
is probably ‘Lion King’; I just 
love lions and it’s just a great 
movie.”
What are your goals for 
the season? “As a team, it’s 
to reach the nationals. We’re 
doing quite well, so far. If we 
win our next game we go to 
nationals, so that’s kind of a 
team goal and as a personal 
goal it’s just to start as many 
games as possible.”
 
What inspired you to play 
soccer? “My dad inspired me 
to play soccer when I was like 
4 years old. He kind of made 
me play and coached me from 
a young age and from then I 
kind of just played for him, 
really.”   
--Compiled by Michelle 
Espinoza
The UTB/TSC Volleyball Team 
suffered its first defeat of the 
season in a 3-2 match against the 
No.2-ranked Concordia University 
Eagles in Irvine, Calif., Thursday 
night. 
UTB/TSC was scheduled to go 
up against Vanguard University 
last Friday night in Costa Mesa, 
Calif., and against Biola University 
last Saturday in La Mirada, Calif. 
Results were not available at press 
time.
UTB/TSC last faced off 
against the Eagles in the national 
championship game in Sioux City, 
Iowa, on Dec. 3, 2011.
The Eagles called Thursday’s 
game a “rematch of the 2011 
NAIA National Championship,” 
according to their athletics page. 
They outpaced UTB/TSC 26-24, 
28-30, 20-25, 25-20 and 15-12.
UTB/TSC will return to Texas 
to battle the University of St. 
Thomas-Houston Friday and 
Huston-Tillotson University 
Saturday afternoon in the final 
games of the regular season.
As of press time, the team’s 
overall record stood at 20-1; it 
remains undefeated in the Red 
River Athletic Conference.
Athletics Director and Head 
Volleyball Coach Todd Lowery 
said he felt everything happened 
the way it was supposed to when 
you have the No. 1 and No.2 teams 
playing against each other.
“Both teams left it all on the 
court. We did the things we talked 
about doing, we just broke down 
in a couple spots, at key moments, 
and that was the difference,” 
Lowery told The Collegian via 
e-mail Friday. “We got a stellar 
performance out of [outside 
hitter] Danica [Markovic] with a 
lot of help from everybody else.”
He said the team needs to 
refocus for its next two games.
“After that we [head] back into 
the gym and work on the few 
things that we need to get better,” 
Lowery said.
On Oct. 20, UTB/TSC swept 
the Texas Wesleyan Lady Rams at 
home, with scores of 25-18, 25-11 
and 25-14. 
Dozens of fans filled up two-
thirds of the gym, many of whom 
painted their faces with UTB/
TSC’s school colors and held up 
posters in support of the team. The 
UTB/TSC Drum Line entertained 
the crowd with its spirited 
performance.
It was the last home game for 
three seniors: outside hitter Erica 
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UTB/TSC falls to 
No. 2 Concordia, 





Halfway to title: Giants win 2-0 for 2-0 World Series lead 
By Ronald BluM
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Chimak, right-side hitter Paula 
Barros and outside-hitter and 
defense specialist Lauren Berletch. 
Lowery said it was a great win 
and is grateful for what the seniors 
have contributed to the team in 
the last four years. 
“They’re a big part of where 
we’ve been and where we’re at and 
where we’re going,” Lowery said 
after the game. “This season has 
really flown by.”
Chimak said she is going to miss 
playing at UTB/TSC. 
“It’s a pleasure to play at UTB,” 
she said. “It’s been four years 
working hard but I’m so glad. It’s 
a lot of feelings.”
The team has less than a month 
to prepare for nationals. 
“I think we’re right there,” 
Lowery said. “The top four teams 
are all really good. When we play 
together and we play as a team, 
we’re pretty hard to beat.” 
Markovic said she thinks the 
team can win nationals again.
 “We have to work strong and 
every day in practice,” she said. 
“We have to improve every single 
day. I think we can do really, really 
good again.”
UTB/TSC middle blocker Ana Guerra spikes the ball during the Oct. 19 
night’s game against Southwestern Assemblies of God University in the 
Garza Gym. UTB/TSC defeated SAGU 3-0, bringing its undefeated record to 
19-0. Two hundred fans received a free pink rubber bracelet in observance 
of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. UTB/TSC, the defending 2011 NAIA 
national champion, played its last home game of the season against Texas 
Wesleyan University on Oct. 20.
stacy G. Found/Collegian 
JeFF chiu /assoCiated Press
San Francisco Giants’ Angel Pagan (from left), Brandon Crawford, and 
Hunter Pence celebrate after the Giants defeated the Detroit Tigers, 2-0, in 
Game 2 of baseball’s World Series last Thursday in San Francisco. 
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